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taken in his desire to coerce the American colonists. But from the
moment this policy was determined on, Lord North and his
Government did their utmost for more than 5 years to carry it
into effect, never flinching from their task till it became hopeless,
when they resigned office but did not change their opinions to
suit the popular cry.
1221 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
(Printed in Life of Gladstone, III,  181-2.)
April 28. 1885.
In further prosecution of my reply to your letter of the 25th
I advert to your remarks upon Lord North.
I made no reference to his conduct, I believe, in writing to
Her Majesty. What I endeavoured to shew was that King George
III without changing his opinion of the justice of his war against
colonies, was obliged to give it up on account of a change of
public opinion and was not open to blame for so doing.
You state to me that Lord North never flinched from his task
till it became hopeless, that he then resigned office but did not
change his opinions to suit the popular cry.
The implied contrast to be drawn with the present is obvious.
I admit none of your three propositions.
Lord North did not, as I read history, require to change his
opinions to suit the popular cry. They were already in accordance
with the popular cry: and it is a serious reproach against him
that without sharing his master's belief in the propriety of the
wars he long persisted in carrying it on, through subserviency to
that master.
Lord North did not resign office for any reason but because
he could not help it, being driven from it by some adverse votes
of the House of Commons, to which he submitted with great
good humour and probably with satisfaction.
Lord North did not so far as I know.state the cause to be
hopeless. Nor did those who were opposed to him. The movers
of the Resolution which drove him out of office, did not proceed
upon that ground* General Conway in his speech advised the
retention of the ground we held in the Colonies, and the Resolu-
tion, which expressed the sense of the House as a body bears a
singular resemblance to the announcement we have lately made,
as it declares in its first clause that the further prosecution of